
CHRISTCHURCH Art Gallery Te Puna O 
Waiwhetu welcomed its two millionth 
visitor last week – just five years after 
opening in the heart of the city’s cultural 

precinct.
The Gallery has also ended the financial year 

ahead of its visitor numbers target, recording 
389,089 visitors against a target of 375,000 for 
the year.

“I am absolutely thrilled with the result for the 
year,” says Director Jenny Harper. 

“It has been an exciting time for the Gallery with 
the total visitor number being up, the two millionth 
visitor coming through and also the very success-
ful Morris exhibition. 

“Our primary priority in the future is to ensure 
a balance between the numbers of visitors and 
fulfilling public expectations of a good quality art 
experience,” she says. 

Longer-term increases in visitor numbers will 
depend on things like the gallery’s ability to 
improve the overall quality of our collections; 
maintain and market a lively programme of qual-
ity exhibitions and publications; and increase our 
ability to attract major international loans and 
exhibitions from time-to-time.”

The target for the year ending 30 June 2009 is 

400,000 visitors. 
“That will be helped by some fantastic exhi-

bitions we’ve got coming up – like the Daniel 
Crooks exhibition of spectacular digital video 

works which opens in two weeks’ time; and 
exhibitions of works by Sir Miles Warren and Rita 
Angus –  which will be staged next year,” says 
Jenny Harper.

Council meetings

10 July, Christchurch City Council 
9.30am, Council Chamber, Ground Floor, Civic 
Offices

11 July, Metropolitan Funding 
Subcommittee 
8.30am, Council Chamber, Ground Floor, Civic 
Offices

14 July, Canterbury Regional Landfill Joint 
Committee  
9.30am, Committee Room 3, First Floor, Civic 
Offices 
  

14 July, Canterbury Waste Joint Committee 
10.30am, Committee Room 3, First Floor, Civic 
Offices 

 14 July, Burwood/Pegasus Community 
Board 
3.30pm, Boardroom, Cnr Beresford and Union 
Streets, New Brighton  

15 July Lyttelton/Mt Herbert Community 
Board 
9.30am, Lyttelton Recreation Centre, Winchester 
Street, Lyttelton 
  

15 July, Fendalton/Waimairi Community 
Board 
4pm, Fendalton Service Centre, Cnr Jeffreys and 
Clyde Roads 
  

15 July, Spreydon/Heathcote Community 
Board 
4.30pm, Beckenham Service Centre, 66 
Colombo Street 
  
15 July, Riccarton/Wigram Community Board 
4.30pm, Sockburn Service Centre, 149 Main 
South Road. 

Have your say

For more information on a specific issue open for 
public consultation, head for your local council 
service centre, city libraries or see www.ccc.
govt.nz/haveyoursay 

Proposed Merivale Parking Plan
Consultation closes 14 July

Grassmere Street Kerb and Dish Channel 
Consultation closes 14 July
 

Garden of Tane Scenic Reserve 
Management Process 
Consultation closes 31 July
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Gallery welcomes 
two millionth visitor

Ellerslie gears up

Popular place: The Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna O Waiwhetu.

Steps to a sustainable home

CHRISTCHURCH’S Festival 
of Flowers has partnered 
with the Ellerslie International 
Flower Show to celebrate 
Christchurch’s Garden City sta-
tus for a month during February-
March next year.

And internationally renowned 
costume and fabric artist Jenny 
Gillies is creating a new “wacky, 
wilful and wondrous” floral art-
wear collection to be unveiled at 
the Show.

The Festival of Flowers, which 
next year celebrates its 20th 
anniversary, will run from 20  
February to 16 March – extend-
ing its floral season of garden 
installations and activities in 
the city to culminate with its 
renowned floral carpet in the 
ChristChurch Cathedral during 
the five days when Christchurch 

hosts its first Ellerslie Show.
This will lead the 45,000 to 

60,000 Ellerslie visitors from the 
floral carpet down Worcester 
Boulevard, which will become 
a floral avenue during the five 
days of the Show, from 11 to 15 
March, to Hagley Park which will 
host Ellerslie.

Christchurch Garden City 
Trust Chair Carole Evans said 
the aim of the Trust has always 
been to promote Christchurch’s 
Garden City image through the 
annual staging of the Festival of 
Flowers.

Wearable Weeds will be the 
second floral artwear collection 
Jenny Gillies has shown at the 
prestigious international garden 
show – the first being at the last 
Auckland show in 2007. Jenny 
promises her 2009 show will be 

different.
“Common garden weeds are 

hardly worthy of celebration. 
However, they can be in their 
own right quite beautiful, albeit a 
blooming nuisance,” she says.

“As such, they lend them-
selves wonderfully to a colourful 
and wacky presentation as a 
show of floral weed costumes.”

Interest in next year’s Show 
has been phenomenal with 12 
feature gardens already signed 
up and the organisers struggling 
to accommodate the high lev-
els of interest from the industry 
and community, says Show 
Exhibition Manager Kate Hillier.

“Designers recognise the 
value and importance of Ellerslie 
in helping to promote their 
national and international profile 
and develop their career.”

TIMED to coincide with Matariki, 
when the Pleiades star cluster 
rises in the morning sky; and 
inspired by the vast journeys 
undertaken by early Maori celestial 
navigators, Travelling Light is a 
Christchurch Art Gallery show full 
of star maps, sea journeys, and 
night flights.

Matariki is the Maori name for 
the star cluster known as the 
Pleiades 
and is 
now also 
widely 
known 
and 
embraced 
as the 
name of 
the Maori 
new year.

For 
celestial 
naviga-
tors, the 
rise of 
Matariki 
was also 
known as 
a calm 
time to 
ven-
ture out 
into the 
Pacific. 

“We expect Matariki to be an 
especially lively time at the Gallery, 
with this exhibition complementing 
Darryn George’s Pulse and Inez 
Crawford’s Bouncy Marae else-
where in the Gallery,” says Gallery 
Director Jenny Harper. 

Travelling Light will be at 
Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o 
Waiwhetu until 13 July 2008.

FIGHT the winter blues this month by joining the 
Christchurch City Council’s brand-new sports aerobics 
classes for kids and teens.

New to Council leisure centres, this fun, exciting pro-
gramme promises to improve your flexibility, strength and 
presentation skills – all choreographed to music.

You will work in a team of three to six people to learn an 
aerobics routine set to music. 

Sports Aerobics is a sport based on the ability to per-
form basic, complex and high intensity movement pat-
terns to music, which originate from traditional aerobic 
dance. The routine must demonstrate continuous move-

ment, flexibility and strength and use of the seven basic 
steps, with a high degree of well executed elements of 
difficulty. The Christchurch City Council is offering this 
exciting new and recreation programme for Term 3 (starts 
week beginning 21 July).
Classes are available at the following places and times:
10–12 years

Pioneer Monday 3.30pm – 4.20pm
Jellie Park Tuesday 3.30pm – 4.20pm

13–16 years
Pioneer Wednesday 3.30pm – 4.20pm
Jellie Park Tuesday 4.30pm – 5.20pm

THE Christchurch City Council is spon-
soring free workshops on composting 
next month. 

Attendees will learn how to recycle 
kitchen and garden waste and turn it 
into a useful resource. 

Workshops are being held the first 
and third Tuesday and the first and third 
Saturday of the month at 1pm, through 
Tuesday, 19 August. 

They take place at the Opawa 
Community Gardens, located at 76 
Opawa Rd (at Aynsley Terrace).

Composting is an important step in 
living a more sustainable lifestyle. The 
workshops give you a chance to learn 
how to get started in “hot” composting, 
Bokashi or worm farming, and get help 
deciding what method will best meet 
your family’s needs.  

Additional workshops are being 
planned for the Lyttelton Community 
Gardens and University Community 
Gardens in Ilam, though details for these 
locations have not been set. For more 
information on the workshops, contact 
Annmarie Banchy on 03 942 7190.

CHRISTCHURCH City Council is developing a 
management plan for Akaroa’s Garden of Tane 
and wants to know what you think.

The Council is about to write a draft manage-
ment plan for the Garden of Tane, based on 
what the community values about the reserve, 
what they would like to see retained and what 

they would like to see improved. You can have 
your say by emailing Lyndsey.Husband@ccc.
govt.nz, phoning (03) 941 8264, or filling out an 
online submission at www.ccc.govt.nz/havey-
oursay. 

All submissions must be received by 4.30pm, 
31 July, 2008.

Get active with sports aerobics
Lisa Reihana, 
Hinepukohurangi, 
2001. Digital 
Photograph on 
Aluminium, 1000mm 
x 2000mm. From a 
private collection.

Art of travel

Managing the Garden of Tane

Annmarie Banchy shows off the “Lil’ Pig” worm bed, which can process 
100% of the kitchen waste produced by a family of four into compost.

Pretty petals: One of Jenny Gillies’ striking new designs.


